
NORTH RODE NEWSLETTER – DECEMBER 2020 & JANUARY 2021 

As we come to the end of a year like no other we hope you will be able to celebrate the festive season, 

and we wish you all a very happy Christmas and a better new year.

Birthday Greetings   

We send our very best wishes to Norman 

Bebington who reaches 90 on 8th January.  He’s 

an example to us all of how to keep active and 

healthy.  He still bowls, plays the organ, mows 

the churchyard and does other jobs around the 

church, but the family are insisting he stops 

working on the tower roof! 

Snippets 

Spikes Success!  We are rejoicing that Network 

Rail removed the fence spikes on 17th November.  

Thank you to all who added weight by submitting 

objections. The palisade fencing has been up for 

longer, so is unlikely to weather further, but 

they’re prepared to review it after 6 months and 

there’s a possibility that it could be painted green 

if there’s sufficient community pressure. We 

don’t know whether this includes the UPS drive 

stretch. 

Bidlea Dairy have started delivering milk and 

juices in glass bottles in North Rode 5 days/week, 

also eggs, other dairy products, pies, spring 

water, compost and even Christmas trees.  

Anyone interested should contact them on 

07384 705081.  

The Plough, Eaton, are offering takeaways 

Fridays – Sundays while they are closed.  See 

https://theploughinncheshire.com/menus/ 

Don’t forget we’re offering commercial 

advertising space for a donation to church funds, 

free to magazine advertisers. Contact Marilyn 

Ainslie 01260 223346. 

Marton School News 

Dear Friends 

I am so proud of all the changes and adaptations we 

currently have at school as our children and staff have 

been incredibly supportive and as a result, school 

continues to feel an exciting place to be.  

A little example… 

We are now serving packed lunches alongside hot 

options in containers at lunchtime and Rachel our 

cook has been so amazing! Break times snacks are 

served outside on both playgrounds and children are 

enjoying these yummy treats.  

Our Friends and Family at school have also been truly 

supportive and wonderful. We have held Zoom 

meetings, had a brilliant family Fun Quiz and 

launched our Christmas fundraiser events with 

enthusiasm and creativity! They are now about to 

launch a very exciting Birthday Club so no child misses 

out celebrating their special day with their 

friends’/class bubble each month at school. How 

incredible is that? 

Our staff have planned Christian Values Days where 

children have immersed themselves into exploring 

what Communion (one of our school values) means, 

organised two parents’ evenings via Zoom, held a 

magnificent Art Day, introduced new policies, 

attended parent surgeries and exhibited daily what 

‘Team Marton’ really means! 

If that’s not team work and the epitome of a school 

community coming together, I don’t know what is! 

We are ending 2020 not in the way that any of us 

expected but one that gives us time to reflect on what 

makes us a community and a family at school and I 

personally have much to feel grateful for. 

To all our friends and families associated with 

Marton, I wish you the very best for Christmas and 

the year ahead. Thank you for your friendship and 

support. 

With best wishes  

Mrs Nevin J Deakin 



The Rector's Letter – December/January 

     What a difference a year makes.  I am writing this at the end of November, mindful that this time last 

year many of us were making plans for celebrating Christmas and New Year with family and friends and 

looking forward to Christmas concerts, Christingle and carol services, the Christmas tree festival at St. 

James', Gawsworth, and lots of other enjoyable events.  During the festive season we no doubt greeted 

relatives and dear friends with a handshake and perhaps even with a kiss and a hug!  One of my favourite 

services of the year is Midnight Mass.  There is something almost magical about being in a beautifully 

decorated Church late at night on Christmas Eve, lots of candles flickering, with a congregation singing  

the traditional carols with gusto,  perhaps accompanied by some incense rising heavenwards, carrying our 

prayers and praises to God.  This Christmas will be very different and we will just have to do the best we 

can in the circumstances.  We know that trials and tribulations are part of life and how we respond to them 

speaks volumes.  Having now been living under the shadow of the Coronavirus for many months, it is 

possible that the Government may relax the rules for a short period so that we can be with loved ones and, 

if this does happen, let's hope there won't be a third lockdown afterwards.   

     Many of us are will know (and love) the old hymn "Great is thy faithfulness" and in the last verse are 

these words, "strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow."   Surely that's all anyone needs in order to 

live life well and to the full, with a good measure of love thrown in as well?  We have been hoping and 

praying (together with millions of others around our world) that the scientific community would come up 

with a solution to the present crisis.  It would seem that our prayers have been answered and that scientists 

have now developed vaccines which should mean that next year life can begin to return to something 

approaching normal.  Let us always remember that at the heart of the Christmas story is the message of 

hope.  It doesn’t mean that everything is going to turn out just as we want.  It means that, whatever happens, 

life is shot through with new possibilities and new beginnings.     

     A few years ago I was lucky enough to see at the National Gallery in London a famous painting by the 

Dutch artist Rembrandt called “The Adoration of the Shepherds.” Painted in 1646, it depicts his vision of 

what it was like for the shepherds to see the baby Jesus. The painting is dark because it is a night scene 

inside a barn. The dark tones force you to study the images carefully.  In the centre is the baby in the feeding 

trough. Mary is by his side, Joseph not far away. The shepherds are gathered around, intently studying the 

baby whose birth was announced to them by the angelic choir. If you look into the gloom, you can see there 

is a rickety ladder leaning through the shadows on a crossbeam. Next to the ladder is a cockerel. Soon it 

hits you that the ladder and crossbeam make the dim outline of a cross, the cockerel a symbol of betrayal 

in the distant future (St. John 18:27). Even in this joyous moment, the cross looms over the baby Jesus. But 

the most significant feature is the light. Unlike other Renaissance artists, Rembrandt didn’t paint Jesus as 

an angel with a halo. He is a very normal, very human baby. All is dark in the painting except for the baby 

in the manger. The light isn’t shining on the baby, it is shining out from him. This was Rembrandt’s way 

of saying that hope and light shines from the Christ child, lighting up a world of darkness. 

“Silent night, holy night,  

Son of God, love’s pure light  

Radiant beams from Thy holy face,  

With the dawn of redeeming grace,  

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,  

Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.” 

     Is there hope for the world? Absolutely. Hope came into this world around 2000 years ago at Bethlehem 

and if we want an infusion of hope in our own lives, all we have to do is follow in the footsteps of the 

shepherds and welcome the newborn King into our hearts.  

     With all good wishes for Christmas & the New Year, 

     Colin 

November Sermons 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=LXDbJtgsNSM 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=vkC120hOs1I (Remembrance at Gawsworth War Memorial) 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=EkxnlTKB2bY&t=3s 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=X36u3INxYPs&t=10s     

  



December/January Services 

 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to our 

socially distanced forthcoming services 

which will restart on 6th December.  

All toys donated for the Toy Service will go 

to the NSPCC appeal for local children and 

they have requested in particular 

educational toys or games for older 

children.  If you can’t come to the service, 

please leave presents in the church so that 

we can give our usual sackfuls. 

 

Sadly we can’t have the Daintry Hall 

Nursery Nativity nor our usual Carol 

Service, but Rachel Wilson is very kindly 

singing some carols at the Toy Service. We 

are delighted that Bishop William is joining 

us on 20th December. 

 

Our thanks go to the team who will be 

providing flowers in the church and 

decorating the tree and church.  Any more 

helpers out there? 

 

 

 

 

Promise by Jackie Kay 

(courtesy of Winnie Bullock) 
 

Remember, the time of year 

when the future appears 

like a blank sheet of paper 

a clean calendar, a new chance. 

On thick white snow 

 

you vow fresh footprints 

then watch them go 

with the winds hearty gust. 

So fill your glass. Here’s tae us. Promises 

made to be broken, made to last. 

 

         http://www.northrodechurch.org.uk 

 

Our church insurers are continuing their home insurance offer throughout 2021, donating £130 to the 

church for each policy taken out. Their  quotations are cheaper than most, with a discount to anyone who 

volunteers for the church in whatever capacity, eg flowers, cleaning or churchyard maintenance, See 

https://www.ecclesiastical.com/individuals/home-insurance/ . You should enter the code TRUST130. 

 

 

Dec 6th 

Advent 2 

No flowers in 

Advent 

11.15 am 

Holy Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

Revd. Bruce Lamb 

Geoffrey Allen 

Dec 13th 

Advent 3 

 

11.15 am 

Toy Service 

Holy Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

Soloist: 

The Rector 
Diane Lowe 
Rachel Wilson 

Dec 20th 

Advent 4 

11.15 am 

Holy Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

Bishop William 
Yvonne Brown 

Dec 24th 

Christmas Eve 

Flowers:  

Bronwen Bebington 

11.15 pm 

Midnight Mass 

Led by: 

Reading: 

Revd. Bruce Lamb 

Jerry Howarth 

Dec 25th 

Christmas Day 

 

See 

 

Gawsworth 

 

Services 

Dec 27th 

Christmas 1 

Flowers:  

As Christmas Eve 

11.15 am 

Holy Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Anne Lever 

Jan 3rd 

Christmas 2 

Flowers: 

Sheila Kidd 

11.15 am 

Holy Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

Revd. Bruce Lamb 

David Emmett 

Jan 10th 

Epiphany 1 

Flowers:  

As last week 

11.15 am 

Holy Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Geoff Petts 

 

Jan 17th 

Epiphany 2 

Flowers: 

Louise Jackson 

11.15 am 

Family Service 

Led by: 

Reading: 

Mr Doug Wisener 

Mary Hobson 

Jan 24th 

Epiphany 3 

Flowers: 

As last week 

11.15 am 

Holy Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Alastair Kennedy 

Jan 31st  

Candlemas 

Flowers: 

Deirdre Sampson 

11.15 am 

Morning Prayer 

Led by: 

Readings: 

Mr Keith Parrott 

Bernard Lever 

Bronwen Bebington 

Feb 7th 

2nd before Lent 

Flowers: 

As last week 

11.15 am 

Holy Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

Revd. Bruce Lamb 

Sharon Oldfield 



Introducing the Mountford Family at Higher Lock Cottage 

There are five of us in the Mountford family: Peter, 

Lynn, Zoe, Sam and Abbie and at the time of 

bringing up the children, Tytherington suited us 

perfectly for many reasons. However we had a plan 

that eventually we would move to a more rural 

location and as the kids were now grown up, that 

plan became a reality in July 2019 when we moved 

to North Rode. 

Peter and Lynn both grew up in Biddulph so we 

have always remained close to our families and 

North Rode has made it a little easier to visit them. 

Or at least it would have done in "normal times". 

Plus Zoe and Abbie have both flown the nest and 

they have each settled in Congleton so once again the North Rode location has worked well for us as they 

are both just a five minute drive away. 

 

As well as living in the countryside, one of our other dreams was to have a property where we could raise 

a couple of small animals so shortly after we moved, along came four chickens who wander around the 

property all day every day keeping themselves fed and laying their eggs in hard to find places although 

recently, a workbench in the garage has become their regular laying location.  

 

Shortly after the chickens, along came two very young pigmy 

goats who were initially named Mabel and Maude only to find 

out a short while late that Maude was in actual fact a boy so we 

hastily renamed Maude to Claude. The goats and the chickens 

do provide endless entertainment as well as a few challenges the 

most recent of which was to find Claude with his head through 

the side of the poly tunnel. If anyone knows how to patch up a 

poly tunnel, it would be great to hear from you. 

 

One of the obvious benefits of living in North Rode is the 

fantastic countryside that is quite literally on the doorstep. Lynn 

and Sam have a daily walk which takes in part of the canal path 

as well as looping round to the church. They have also made it to 

the Cloud once or twice. This has also proven to be a great way 

of meeting people who are also out and about. Peter however is 

a keen cyclist and the surrounding lanes are perfect for virtually 

traffic free rides. 

 

In summary, we have achieved a lifetime ambition with this move and we are absolutely loving life in 

North Rode. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
A reminder about Shirley’s virtual event.  The online stalls this year are: 

http://www.thefinishingtouchlimited.co.uk   03458 734700 

http://www.ebwatts.co     07980 504175 

http://www.apackofcards.co.uk    01829 760168 

http://www.ingifinds.com      0778 6518306 

http://www.morrows.co.uk      07739 286607 

http://www.monogrammedpresents.co.uk   07943 588988 

http://www.potsanddots.co.uk    07970 057445 

Home-made 8” iced Christmas cakes at £15   Contact Shirley 
 

Once again we are raising funds for the Saramek Trust, our Kenya charity supporting students through 

secondary school and university. If you feel able to make a donation, this can be done through our website 

www.thesaramektrust.com  where you will find Sponsor-ship, click on 'this link' followed by Donate. This 

way we are able to claim Gift Aid. Alternatively donations can be sent to me with cheques made payable 

to The Saramek Trust or I can send you BACS details. Donations of unwanted laptops for the students 

are also very welcome.  Any support you are able to give would be much appreciated.  

Shirley Tudor-Evans <shirleytudor@btinternet.com>  The Grange, North Rode  CW12 2NY 

Tel. 07778 648088 or 01260 223292 

 

North Rode Walking Group 

We have managed to walk from John O’Groats to Land’s End we even managed a few extra miles! It 

seemed like an almost impossible challenge when we started it, but over the month we gradually clocked 

up the miles. Thank you to everyone who contributed donations we made £720.00 in aid of East Cheshire 

Hospice. Well done to all the ladies who helped cover the distance.  

Julie Candy 

John Narraway, North Rode Parish Council Chairman, writes: 

The North Rode Parish Council meeting in November was deferred to December due to the rules of the  

2nd Lockdown which prevent personal gatherings.  A number of the Councillors successfully trialled a 

Zoom meeting and if the Lockdown is extended this will be used to hold the December meeting.   

A Planning Application has been submitted for a house extension in Pexall Road, which will be considered 

at the December meeting.   Meanwhile the number of potential Planning breaches continues to grow and 

have all been reported to Planning Enforcement. However little work is being done by Planning 

Enforcement due to the Coronavirus Pandemic. The Parish Council will be insisting that his backlog of 

work will be carried out as soon as possible.   A metal framed structure is being erected at Tinkerbell on 

Bramhall Hill and the large industrial barn structure erected on the land by Meadowlands is being used as 

a boxing gym and to hold boxing matches.  

North Rode Women’s Institute 

It has been a long time since we last met, hopefully we can be together in the not too distant 

future.  The committee is keeping the basics ticking over. 

May I wish you and also your families all the best for Christmas and the New Year. 

Bronwen Bebington  



Nature Notes by John Lea 
I know that I have talked about carrion crows rather a lot but we had a resident pair for many years. Yes, 

I’m a softhearted old farmer but one crow, part of a brood of four had been hand reared and turned out 

at our gate. They paired off and one pair stayed, but one of those died and the other stayed near the body 

of its mate for four days. It took about a fortnight to find another mate and return to nest for many years 

in an oak tree in front of my study window. Earlier this year a careless lack of road sense brought an end 

to that partnership and I presumed an end to sharing our wildlife garden with a couple of carrion crows. 

I was wrong! Early in September 2 newly paired carrion crows returned to our patch. Were they both 

young ones? I’m not sure but they showed it was a new relationship by staying within a few feet of each 

other throughout the day. It was amusing to watch them walking side-by-side but as the weeks have gone 

by they move and feed a bit further apart. In fact, a couple of days ago I saw them each sitting on a fencing 

post, but five posts apart. Lover’s tiff perhaps? 

On the day before lockdown we had business in the Congleton area then drove on further to Tittesworth 

reservoir to share a hot flask and watch the wildlife. Parking with about 8 yards of grass between our car 

and the reservoir fence I was amused to watch a pair of Black Headed Gulls. Of course they are not black 

headed now because out of the breeding season they lose their blackhead and just have a black spot 

behind each eye. They have now moved inland during the breeding season and with an intelligence to 

quarter each field with a grid map accuracy they are the most ruthless Predators. Both eggs and chicks of 

ground nesting birds are taken. In the last season no lapwings reared young in the fields around my home. 

So I hate them, but was amused to watch this pair, (presumably pairing up for the first time), walking side-

by-side with head and shoulders back, chest out, but the black tips of their wings still crossed over their 

white tails. One, presumably the male, could fan his tail wide as they strutted back and too across this 

narrow strip of grass and within 3 or 4 yards of our car. We were there for over half an hour and during 

that time they continued this unusual and affectionate bonding activity. 

We tend to think that with birds bonding and mating only takes place in the spring, but many pair up in 

autumn. Even your garden Robin does his courting in the autumn. If he is singing in November he is 

actually advertising and if he ‘pulls’ he usually goes quiet until early spring. 

56  Autumn’s Fall 

copyright John Lea October 2012 

No breeze disturbs their passing 

like snowflakes they gentle fall, 

a kiss from the sun in the morning 

ending life without struggling. 

Yet of that parting it's often told 

that in dying they are most pleasing. 

 

An old man caught one when falling 

brown face wrinkled by years of sun, 

the leaf too, wrinkled and crumpling, 

had been browned by the waning sun. 

 

He asked the leaf could it measure 

what good had it had hoped to achieve, 

just hanging there in such leisure 

what of life did it know or believe. 

 

The leaf, with a last gasping breath, 

said, I'm not judged by what you now see, 

all crumpled and wasted in death, 

I'm measured in the trunk of that tree 

and below is my new roll on earth, 

there with microbes and insects I'm free. 

But how, old man, with your wisdom   

can you measure what good you have done. 

you've treated this earth as your kingdom, 

have you improved it or just lived here for fun. 

 

How can I judge what good I have done 

said the man, I can but trust in my God above, 

through the message revealed by his son, 

that he’ll judge with compassion and love. 

 

But the leaf was no longer listening, 

just a sigh came up from the earth  

where the leaf among friends was settling, 

in death it could still prove its worth. 


